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 “Misguided Worship”  

Acts 14:8-20 New Living Translation 
(NLT) 

Paul and Barnabas in Lystra and Derbe 

8 While they were at Lystra, Paul and Barnabas came upon a man with 
crippled feet. He had been that way from birth, so he had never walked. He 
was sitting 

9 
and listening as Paul preached. Looking straight at him, Paul 

realized he had faith to be healed. 10 So Paul called to him in a loud voice, 
“Stand up!” And the man jumped to his feet and started walking. 
 

11 
When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in their local dia-

lect, “These men are gods in human form!” 
12 

They decided that Barnabas 
was the Greek god Zeus and that Paul was Hermes, since he was the chief 
speaker. 

13 
Now the temple of Zeus was located just outside the town. So 

the priest of the temple and the crowd brought bulls and wreaths of flowers 
to the town gates, and they prepared to offer sacrifices to the apostles. 
 

14 
But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard what was happening, 

they tore their clothing in dismay and ran out among the people, shout-
ing, 15 “Friends,[a] why are you doing this? We are merely human beings—
just like you! We have come to bring you the Good News that you should 
turn from these worthless things and turn to the living God, who made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them. 

16 
In the past he permit-

ted all the nations to go their own ways, 17 but he never left them without 
evidence of himself and his goodness. For instance, he sends you rain and 
good crops and gives you food and joyful hearts.”

18 
But even with these 

words, Paul and Barnabas could scarcely restrain the people from sacrific-
ing to them. 

19 Then some Jews arrived from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowds 
to their side. They stoned Paul and dragged him out of town, thinking he 
was dead. 20 But as the believers[b] gathered around him, he got up and 
went back into the town. The next day he left with Barnabas for Derbe. 
 
Be careful of flattery and the applause of man – our goal is not to be popu-
lar with man. The crowds in Lystra proclaimed Paul and Barnabas to be 
gods after the crippled man was healed. When Paul and Barnabas realized 
what the people were doing they tore their clothes at the thought of them 
being like God. Paul and Barnabas wanted the people to turn from vain 
things to a living God. Their goal and focus in proclaiming the gospel was 
to point people. 

Coming Up: 

• Dec 3-10 Lottie 
Moon Offering 

• Dec 4-7 NBA Toy 
Store 

• Dec 16-Love On 
Your Church Day 

• Dec 17-Church Din-
ner (see info inside) 

• Dec 25-Jan 1-
Church Office closed 
for the holidays 

 

The “All Things New” 
Bible study will resume 

on January 7, 2018.  
 

 

CHIMES 

LOVE ON YOUR 
CHURCH DAY 

We will have a half-
day Love On Your 
Church Day, Satur-
day, Dec 16, from 8a-
12p. Please help if 
you are able. Let’s get 
the church in tip-top 
shape for Christmas. 

 

 
POINSETTIAS 

We will be offering 
beautiful Poinsettias 
this year, if you would 
like to order one in 
memory or in honor of 
someone. The cost 
will be $10 each, and 
an order form will be 
in the Sunday bulle-
tins this week. You 
may also call or email 
your order to the 
church office. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A8-20&version=NLT#fen-NLT-27394a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A8-20&version=NLT#fen-NLT-27399b


 

  
 Giving to the Lottie Moon Missions Offering is important, but your prayer sup-
port is also a part of God’s plan to take the Gospel to the world. Missionaries need 
us to pray for their health, safety, courage, boldness, success and persistence. 
 Patsy and I have specific missionaries we pray for every week. One couple 
serves in the Middle East, in Jordan, another in Eastern Europe, and yet another in 
Southeast Asia. We pray for a missionary in China and one in Central America. 
Short-term missionaries like the Vawter’s, who recently went to Africa, are also on 
our prayer list. 
 If you aren’t called to go to the foreign mission field, you should support 
those who are called by giving them the financial and prayer support they need. 
Last week Patsy and I gave again to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Interna-

tional Missions and we shall continue to pray for our Southern Baptist Missionaries. We encourage you to 
join us in giving and praying. You can use the Lottie Moon 8-day prayer guide to pray for specific mission-
aries. 
 Join us for our celebration of Christmas this Sunday. Look forward to seeing you there.  
            Bro. Fred 

All Things New-Women’s Bible Study 
 

Chapter 3 
  "The New Covenant Ministry" 

Day One-"The Fragrance of Christ"  
2 Corinthians 2:12-17 

Day Two-"Written on Our Hearts" 2 Corinthians 3:1-6 
Day Three-"A New Ministry" 2 Corinthians 3:7-18 

Day Four-"The Truth in Broad Daylight" 
2 Corinthians 4:1-6 

Day Five-"Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus" 
2 Corinthians 4:-18 

 
Crystal Carby is a close friend to many of us at 
Eastland and a member at Long Hollow Baptist 
Church. We are delighted Crystal has attended our 
studies and that she joined us at Kelly Minter's Wom-
en's Conference in Huntsville. Crystal  has invited her 
friends, Emily and Amanda, who attend our studies. 
Below is a message from Crystal about her personal 
experience with the Lord in our studies: 
 During the first Bible study I did with this group 
(The Armor of God, by Priscilla Shirer), it suggested to 
start your day in the word of God versus in the even-
ing. I chose to make that small change and it has 
made a big difference in my life. It gets my day started 
off right and makes me more prepared for what I will 
encounter during the day. It is like morning coffee, alt-
hough way better. Right now we are going through “All 
Things New,” by Kelly Minter. It is a study that goes 
deep into 2 Corinthians. Paul is writing to the Corinthi-
ans who were facing a lot of the same things we face 
here in our world today. One lesson that really reso-
nated with me was God of all comfort - 2 Corinthians 
1:3-11. It is about how we share in the sufferings and 
comfort through Christ. I went through a season of suf-
fering several years back. At the time I knew Christ, 
but I can say looking back, I truly didn’t know him the 

way I do now. It was because of my suffering that I 
grew a more intimate relationship with him. I love that 
these studies go in deep. They make you think and at 
times they can hit you hard. I have laughed and cried 
during our time together and my personal time working 
through each study. I truly am so grateful for Mrs. Vicki 
and the Ladies Ministry at Eastland Baptist. Not only 
have I grown closer to God, but I have also had the 
opportunity to fellowship with many different ladies 
that I would have never had the privilege to meet oth-
erwise. 
Love, Crystal Carby 
     
As Kelly tells us: 
"No matter where you have been, what you have cov-
ered up, or what you are struggling with, you have ac-
cess to the "Glory of God."  
 
Session 4 starts Sunday, January 7th at 
4:00PM...come and be a part of this excellent Bible 
Study, it will bless your life and daily walk for 
sure! 
 

A Note From Ginny: 
 

Monday, December 11th marks my 10-year anniver-
sary as your secretary. I wanted to take a moment 
to say how thankful and blessed I am to work with, 
and for, a great group of people—my church family. 
 
The church office will be closed the week of Christ-
mas, from 12/25 through 1/1, and will reopen on 
1/2, Messages will be checked periodically through 
that week, but if you have an emergency, please 
contact your family deacon. 
 
 
 

 

 



The Search Committee met with a 
second candidate earlier in the week 
and will meet another candidate next 
week. The Transition Team met last 
week. Please continue to pray for 
our committee and that God will 
bring to Eastland the man that he 
has for us. 
  

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and 

He will direct your path. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 

Thank you,  
Paula B, Paula N, Daniel, Patrick, Joe, and David 

 

DECEMBER 
 

13-Diane Grice; 15-Helen Brown; 19-Holley Hutto; 23-Arther 
Meadors; 26-Patsy Johnson; 28-Robby Herring; 28-John 
Hutto; 31-Kathleen Clay 

If your birthday is missing, please let us know! 

 

Continuing prayers for: 
Gary Anderson-Hilda Baker-
Faye Crane-Thomas Crow-
ell-Rob & Caye Darnell-
Lorene Givens-Ann Stone-
Katie & Tommy Taylor 
 
In our prayers this week: 
Carlton Clemons (health) 
Juanita Cutrell   
Sharon Hardaway (Marsha’s sister) 
Cindy Gothard (Moved into JB Knowles Homes) 
Ernie Gregory (Hospice care at home, Ginny’s uncle) 
Ray Hudson’s sister, Sandra 
Sandra Gray Harris (Hospice care at home, friend of Jane Crocker) 

Ricky Holliday (Brenda Hutto’s brother-in-law) 
John Mark Hutto  
Sheila Kiley 
Beth Niemi (breast cancer, Charlie’s sister-in-law) 
Wes Padgett (Mamie’s former brother in law) 
Pastor Search Team and Transition Team 
Steve Phillips (brain tumor, friend of Vicki Watts) 
Darlene Rose (Friend of the Cutrell’s, recovering from cancer) 
Ray Scherer  
Vicki Watts  
Youth Department/Youth Leader 

 
If you have a prayer request or an update to the prayer list, 

please let us know.  

OPERATING BUDGET 

Dec 3, 2017 

Worship Attendance                  59 
Sunday School                   33  
 
BUDGET OFFERING:     $    838.00 
DESIGNATED: 
 2017 Thank Offering            60.00 
 Lottie Moon Offering          460.00 
 Organ Repairs        8,418.50 
 Poinsettias           110.00   
    
  TOTAL:     $ 9,886.50 
 
Needed weekly for Operating Budget: $   4,017.00 
Needed to date for Operating Budget:  188,979.00 
Rec’d to date for Operating Budget:   137,043.66 
Other Receipts, YTD:   $ 75,313.17 

12/10 TELLERS: Helen Brown & Sheila Kiley 

12/10 Nursery Worker: Kristin Burns 

12/10 Deacon Prayer: Daniel Burns 

2017 SPECIAL THANK OFFERING 
 
For the THANK OFFERING this 
year, the Finance Committee is 
recommending that we use the 
Offering to      replace windows on 
the building. Each      window is 
expected to cost $275.00 installed, 
and there are many windows, as 
you know.  
As you are able, “adopting” a win-
dow would be an      expressive 

way of giving thanks for what the Lord has done 
for you this year. Your offering of any amount 
would be helpful in replacing the deteriorated win-
dows.  
Thank you for all you do to promote the Church 
Programs and upkeep of the Church building. 
 

 

On Sunday, December 17th, we will host a Christ-
mas Dinner. The Logos Romanian Church,      
members of Grace Baptist Church, and CSM (City 
Service Missions) are being asked to join us that 
day. Pastor John Gug will bring the message for us 
that morning, and Tonya will share her beautiful 
voice. 
 
The Church will provide the meat, bread and drinks, 
and we ask those of you who are able to bring a 
covered dish, or dessert. Dinner will begin following 
Worship services. Make plans now to join us! 
 
Please contact the office and let us know what 
you’re plan to bring so others will know what is still 
needed. The meats that the church is providing are 
turkey breast and ham. We still need sides and des-
serts. Thank you in advance! 

Christmas Dinner 



CHURCH STAFF 
INTERIM PASTOR - Dr. Fred Johnson 
YOUTH MINISTER - Daniel Burns 
PRAISE & WORSHIP TEAM  -  
                             Vicki Watts & Patrick Waller 
ORGANIST -  Lee Green 
PIANIST - Jane Crocker 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR - Ginny Stuart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(615) 262-9424 
church@eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
www.eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 
Donate with PayPal 
 
Office Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30am-3:30pm 
Wednesdays: 8:30-2:30 
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TO: 
 

Sunday 
  9:00-Welcome Center opens 
  9:30-Sunday School  
10:50-Worship Service 
Check out our Sunday sermons on our website! 
 
Monday 
6:30-Prayer Meeting 
 
Wednesday 
6:30-Bible Studies for all ages 
 

Following our Christmas dinner on December 17, 
we will go caroling. We plan to visit older mem-

bers, shut-ins, and so forth. Please join us for fun 
and fellowship as we continue our celebrations of 

the season and bring joy to others.  


