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Overview and Background on  

1st and 2nd Corinthians  
 

“We possess more detailed information about the actual conditions within the church at 
Corinth than about any other church in the New Testament. The picture given us of this 
church shows that even apostolic churches were not perfect churches. Our picture of the 
Corinthian church is drawn, not by an enemy of the church but by the founder of that 
church himself, as contained in his two epistles to that church which have been preserved 
for us. … The letters also contain a distressing revelation of the interior life an apostolic 
church. It forever dissipates the dream that churches founded and nurtured by the apostles 
were in an exceptional condition of holiness of life or purity of doctrine. Out of the sins and 
shortcomings of the Corinthian church our sovereign God has seen fit to give us one of the 
priceless treasures of the New Testament.”1  

 Author. There is no doubt about who wrote 1 Corinthians, for all scholars agree that the 
apostle Paul wrote it on his third missionary journey while he was living in Ephesus. By this 
time Paul was a mature, middle-aged (perhaps 55 years old) missionary, fully seasoned 
from planting churches around a quarter of the Mediterranean world. The Pauline author-
ship of 1 Corinthians is almost universally accepted. Not even the most ardent opponents 
of church tradition question the Pauline authenticity of 1 Corinthians. Pauline authorship of 
both epistles has strong support from church history and so few opponents from among 
modern critics that New Testament introductions scarcely mention the issue of authorship.2  

Date and Origin. Paul worked in Corinth from about AD 50 to 52. After a brief stay in Jeru-
salem, he returned to his missionary work, this time at Ephesus (Acts 19), where he minis-
tered for three years (AD 53–55/56). During this period he wrote at least three letters to 
Corinth and made a visit as well. His first letter, often called “the previous letter,” is referred 
to in 1 Corinthians 5:9–11. We know from this reference that the letter was misunderstood, 
but we know little of its content, for it has been lost.  

Sometime in AD 55, after hearing reports from Chloe’s household (1 Cor 1:11), who were 
probably members of Chloe’s house church, he dictated a second letter to Corinth, our 1 
Corinthians 1–4. Before this was dispatched, Paul received a letter from Corinth. The mes-
senger probably supplied the news to which Paul responds in 1 Corinthians 5–6, but 1 Co-
rinthians 7–15 is a direct response to questions in the letter (see 7:1), with chapter 16 the 
closing. The completed 1 Corinthians was probably sent off in the hands of Stephanus, For-
tunatus, and Achaicus (16:17).  

Paul would later write a third letter to Corinth, called “the letter of tears” (2 Cor 2:3, 4) and 
then finally 2 Corinthians.  

Background. Corinth was a seaport city, destroyed by the Romans in 146 BC and rebuilt 
in 46 BC by Julius Caesar. After 27 BC it was the Roman capital of Achaia, where the pro-
consul had his residence (Acts 18:12). The city itself was really three cities: the port of 
Cenchrea, about eight miles to the east, where ships from the Aegean would unload; the 
port of Lechaeum, about a mile to the west on the Gulf of Corinth, where the ships would 
be reloaded, their goods having been transported in wagons over the isthmus and the ships 
on rollers; and the city itself on the high ground in between.  

The acropolis of the city on top of the steep, high Acrocorinth, contained the temple of Aph-
rodite, where 1,000 female slaves were dedicated to the service of this goddess of love. 
Down in the city was the synagogue (Acts 18:4); for while the city as a Roman colony was 
largely populated by Italians, it had attracted other peoples from the Mediterranean, among 
whom were the Jews.  

Roman officials and free men constituted the dominant minority. The population is esti- 
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-mated to have been at least 300,000 and perhaps as many as 600,000. 

Coming Up: 

 

 Mar 4-11-Annie 
Armstrong Week 
of Prayer for 
NAMB 

 Mar 4-Women’s 
Bible Study, “All 
Things New” 2p 

 Mar 10-Daylight 
Saving Time Be-
gins: SPRING 
FORWARD before 
you go to bed! 

 Mar 11-Deacon’s 
Meeting-NEW 
TIME-following 
worship service 

 

CHIMES 

2017 Thank  
Offering 

For Windows 
 

We need to raise 
enough money to    
replace over 80      
windows in the church 
building. Each one is 
$275, installed, so it 
will take a while to 
raise all the money 
necessary to replace 
them all. For that rea-
son, we have extended 
our 2017 Thank Offer-
ing into 2018. 
We appreciate your 
generosity in helping to 
maintain our church 
building, which is near-
ing 100 years in age. 
We could not do such 
things without you! 



 

  

 

 We live in hectic times and we are busy keeping our schedules. It re-
ally helps to start the day with the Lord. One way I have found to do that is 
upon awakening before my feet hit the floor, pray the Lord’s Prayer. 
  
 Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 

           And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
           And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is 
           the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
 It takes about 30 seconds to pray the Lord’s Prayer silently. I’ve done this for years 
and very seldom has circumstance kept me from this short prayer. I encourage you to    
begin your day in conversation with the Lord. 
           Bro. Fred 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING 
FOR NORTH AMERICAN MISSION 

BOARD 
 

“We must not love with word or speech, but with 
truth and action.” 1 John 3:18 

 
John provides the essence of a life on mission; it’s the 
calling for all followers of Christ. Sculpted in God’s im-
age, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to boldly 
share the gospel so that others will know His love. No 
matter where we are or what our stage of life may be, 
God is calling us to be His advocates through praying, 
giving and going. With over 269 million people in North 
America who do not know Jesus Christ, we must ur-
gently pursue God’s plan to be on mission here and 
now. 
 
Our church’s prayers and financial support make it pos-
sible for the NAMB to train, resource and send  mis-
sionaries who share the good news of Christ. We are 
putting John’s words into action with your help. NAMB 
supports more than 5,000 missionaries who serve as 
church planters and in Send Relief compassion minis-
tries throughout the US and Canada.  
 
Our church goal is to collect at least $500 for this minis-
try during the week of prayer, March 4-11, 2018. 
Who was Annie Armstrong? 

 
In the late 1800’s women were not expected to be lead-
ers, to speak up, to be visionaries…Annie Armstrong 
was never concerned with what the world expected. 
 

“When I get hold of an idea that seems to me to be a 
good one, I somehow do not feel comfortable until I see 

it carried out.” 
 
Annie’s father died soon after she was born in 1850. Her 
mother, a devoted Christian, encouraged her five       
children to see the needs around them and to act. With 
fervency, Annie devoted herself to compassion ministry. 
Annie and the women of her church joined with other 
churches in giving and missions work. Her boldness 
soon helped unite the missions movement begun in   
several states. In 1888, despite opposition by male 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) leadership, who 
feared women organizing, the national Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union® (WMU) was formed. Annie was elected 
as the first executive leader. 
 

Traveling throughout the U.S., Annie encouraged      
missionaries and challenged churches to give and     
support missions. She and the SBC women led out in 
transforming funding for missions helping to secure the 
Home Mission Board (now North American Mission 
Board) and Foreign Mission Board (now International 
Mission Board) in taking the gospel around the globe. 



Continuing prayers for: 
Gary Anderson-Faye Crane-
Thomas Crowell-Rob & Caye 
Darnell-Lorene Givens-Cindy 
Gothard-Ann Stone-Ray 
Scherer-Katie Taylor 
 
In our prayers this week: 
Juanita Cutrell 
Sharon Hardaway (Marsha’s sister) 
Patsy Huddleston 
Patsy Johnson 
Sheila Kiley 
Beth Niemi (breast cancer, Charlie’s sister-in-law) 
Wes Padgett (Mamie’s brother in law) 
Pastor Search Team and Transition Team 
Steve Phillips (brain tumor, friend of Vicki Watts) 
Janice Wozny (breast cancer, friend of Ginny) 
Youth Department/Youth Leader 

 
If you have a prayer request or an update to the prayer list, 

please let us know.  

OPERATING BUDGET 

Feb 25, 2018  

Worship Attendance                  51 
Sunday School                   35  
 
BUDGET OFFERING:     $   2,139.00 
DESIGNATED: 
  
  TOTAL:     $   2,139.00 
 
 
Needed weekly for Operating Budget:   $   3,975.00 
Needed to date for Operating Budget:      27,825.00 
Rec’d to date for Operating Budget:       13,142.95 
 
Rec’d to date for 2017 Thank/Windows        4,455.00 
 

3/4 TELLERS: Paula Boyd & Megan Waller 

3/4 Nursery Worker: Brenda Hutto 

3/4 Deacon Prayer: Bobby Goodwin 

The Search Committee met 
this past Sunday and the 
Transition Team last Thurs-
day. We are evaluating new 
candidates. Please continue 
to pray that God’s will be done 
at Eastland. 

 
“Be joyful always; pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ 

Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 

Daniel, Paula Boyd, Joe, Patrick and David 
 
 

Part of what made the city prosperous was the 
fact that two-thirds of its inhabitants were slaves. 
Wealth and poverty existed side by side. A sizable 
community of Jews was drawn to the city by its 
business opportunities and contributed to a di-
verse population that made Corinth a cosmopoli-
tan city.  

 

Comparison of 1 and 2 Corinthians. Marked 
differences between 1 and 2 Corinthians are evi-
dent. The tone of 2 Corinthians is sharper and 
more biting. The businesslike style of 1 Corinthi-
ans give way to abrupt, almost disjointed changes 
of subject in 2 Corinthians. Divisions were a seri-
ous problem in 1 Corinthians but the personalities 
were all from within the church. In 2 Corinthians 
the attack is from outside in the form of Judaizers. 
The Judaizers that prompted the strong outburst 
of Paul in 2 Corinthians 10-13 are absent in 1 Co-
rinthians. Hiebert concludes, “It is of value and 
lasting interest to compare the two epistles to the 
Corinthian church. There are closely related to 
each other, yet they are very different from each 
other” (An Introduction to the New Testament, 
2:150-52).  

Easter is right around the corner (April 1) and we 
are taking orders for beautiful Easter Lilies. Order 
forms will be available if you would like to purchase 
a Lily in honor or in memory of someone. You may 
also call or email the church office to place an     
order.  

We are not sure of the cost at this time, but we will 
let you know as soon as we find out. 

 

 

Easter  

Lilies 
 



MARCH 
3-Ariel Manning; 7-Mary Beth Wool-
man; 8-Sheila Kiley; 12-Meghan 
Helms; 12-Cindy Gothard; 13-Brenda 
Stuart; 15-Ruth Goodwin; 15-Ray 
Hudson; 17-David Watts; 23-Brandon 
Huddleston; 24-Brenda Thompson; 27-Carlton Clemons; 
28-Jill Crain; 31-Giselle Williams 

   

CHURCH STAFF 
INTERIM PASTOR - Dr. Fred Johnson 
YOUTH MINISTER - Daniel Burns 
PRAISE & WORSHIP TEAM  -  
                             Vicki Watts & Patrick Waller 
ORGANIST -  Lee Green 
PIANIST - Jane Crocker 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR - Ginny Stuart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(615) 262-9424 
church@eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
www.eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 
Donate with PayPal 
 
Office Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30am-3:30pm 
Wednesdays: 8:30-2:30 
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TO: 
 

Sunday 
  9:00-Welcome Center opens 
  9:30-Sunday School  
10:50-Worship Service 
Check out our Sunday sermons on our website! 
 
Monday   
6:30-Prayer Meeting 
 
Wednesday   
6:30-Bible Studies for all ages 
 


