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“The Testimony” 
 

ACTS 21:27–23:22 

In last week’s session, we looked at Paul’s farewell address to the Ephesian 
elders. After a tearful goodbye, he set sail for Jerusalem. On his journey he 
stopped briefly at Tyre. As the crew was unloading cargo, Paul found some 
disciples and stayed with them for seven days. Prompted by the Spirit, they 
warned Paul not to go to Jerusalem (Acts 21:4). Undeterred, Paul returned 
to the ship and sailed to Ptolemais [tahl uh MAY uhs], staying for one day 
before he went to Caesarea. At Caesarea he stayed with Philip the evange-
list. While Paul was there, Agabus, a prophet we met in Antioch (11:28), 
took his belt and tied his own feet and hands as a prophetic demonstration 
of what would happen to Paul in Jerusalem. When the people begged Paul 
not to go, he merely responded that he was ready to die in Jerusalem for 
the name of the Lord Jesus (21:13). 

Upon arrival in Jerusalem, Paul met with James and the leaders, who re-
joiced with him concerning what God had accomplished through him among 
the Gentiles (21:19-20). Nevertheless, they warned him that many in Jeru-
salem had heard rumors that Paul was teaching the Jews who lived among 
the Gentiles to abandon Moses by not having their children circumcised. 
The elders devised a plan that they thought might assure others that Paul 
still had a high regard for the law. There were four men who had taken a 
temporary Nazirite vow (see Num. 6:2-8) but had some form of ceremonial 
defilement. Therefore, they had to undergo a purification rite before Passo-
ver. It was decided that Paul would purify himself along with them and pay 
for them to have their heads shaved (Acts 21:24). 

The next day Paul entered the temple with the four men who had taken the 
vow. As the seven days for the purification rite was about to end, some 
Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul in the temple complex and stirred 
up the crowd against him. They not only accused him of teaching against 
the law and the temple, they also indicated that he had brought Greeks into 
the temple. They had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with Paul 
and jumped to the conclusion that Paul had brought Trophimus into the tem-
ple complex (21:26-29). These Jews stirred up the crowd, who dragged 
Paul from the temple complex in an attempt to kill him. The commander of 
the regiment rescued Paul, but hearing conflicting reports, he ordered that 
Paul be bound with chains and taken to the barracks. As Paul was about to 
be taken into the barracks, he identified himself as a Roman citizen and 
asked the commander if he might address the crowd. When the crowd be-
came silent, Paul addressed them in their Hebrew language. When the 
crowd heard him speaking their heart language, they became even quieter 
(21:30–22:2). 

Coming Up: 

 

 Feb 11-Deacons 
Meeting 

 Feb 13-Luncheon 
for Rosebank staff 

 Feb 14-Valentine’s 
Day  & Ash 
Wednesday 

 Feb 17-Non-
member Memorial 
Service-Sanctuary 

 Feb 18-All Things 
New Bible Study 

 Feb 24-Member 
use of Fellowship 
Hall 

 
 

CHIMES 

2017 Thank  
Offering 

For Windows 
 

We need to raise 
enough money to    
replace over 80      
windows in the church 
building. Each one is 
$275, installed, so it 
will take a while to 
raise all the money 
necessary to replace 
them all. For that rea-
son, we have extended 
our 2017 Thank Offer-
ing into 2018. 
We appreciate your 
generosity in helping to 
maintain our church 
building, which is near-
ing 100 years in age. 
We could not do such 
things without you! 



 

  

  A couple of our members have asked for our help. Don and 
Juanita Cutrell are in need of some in-home assistance. After many weeks in 
the hospital and in rehab, Juanita has been discharged and allowed to return 
home. Juanita and Don need someone who can help with meals, cleaning, 
and personal assistance. Juanita is not bedfast, in fact she can walk with 
some assistance. Healthcare nurses come during the week to help with medi-
cal and physical therapy needs. 
 The Cutrell’s are a delightful couple. If you will consider working for 
them, call their daughter Diane, at 615-419-4000. Shifts, days of the week, 
and compensation are negotiable. Even if you’re not led to help Don and 

Juanita in their home you may know of someone who might be interested. If so, share the name 
of that person with Diane. Thanks for all the prayers you have offered Don and Juanita during 
these past few months. Continued prayer is needed and appreciated. 
          Bro. Fred 
 
 

As we follow along with Kelly Minter in the 5th Session of “All Things New,” in 2nd Corinthians, we are discussing, 

“The Grace of Giving.” We should all be asking, “What are we doing with the gifts God has given us? How are we 

using our resources for His Kingdom?” In this session we cover why giving is and should be sacrificial from you: 

money, time, gifts, and resources. 

Starting and finishing a six week bible study isn’t easy. It takes discipline and that surely doesn't come naturally. 

Kelly is teaching through 2nd Corinthians 7:2-10, that what we are actually doing is showing up for Jesus and life 

change. Discipline leads to desire. I have experienced this myself. I didn ’t willingly read the bible before last year. I 

would come to church, listen to the message, maybe go to Sunday school, but that’s it. I was not retaining God’s 

Word, so therefore wasn’t receiving any of Jesus’ Transformative power. If it wasn’t for one of the ladies in our 

women’s group, I wouldn’t have gotten a reading plan of the Bible. I can honestly say that I have been reading dili-

gently since the summer and not only do I hunger for more of God’s Word, he has placed the love of reading His 

Word in my heart. Praise the Lord! 

If you are wondering how you can receive the same hunger, ask Him in prayer, to place that on your heart. The 

women of Eastland will be happy to meet with you and read the bible with you and answer any questions you have. 

We are here for each other in unity. 

God is Sovereign. He is the great I AM. He lead his people through the wilderness, battle, and many other things. 

His Word can be trusted. You must believe that he is God. “Remember that the Lord your God led you on the entire 

journey these 40 years in the wilderness, so that he might humble you and test you to know what was in your heart, 

whether or not you would keep his commands.” (Deuteronomy 8:20) 

While we are studying Paul’s trial and tribulations in helping forming the early church at Corinth, He is offering guid-

ance, knowledge, and fellowship that glorifies God! Sound familiar? It’s amazing that this is still happening right 

now. Even here at Eastland. Jesus paid a price so we might unify in his name to glorify God ’s plan of salvation. I 

ask you humbly to join us, unify with us, and be in the battle with us. What could be more important than learning 

God’s word? The answer to that question is something to ponder. Are you too busy? What is keeping you from 

showing up? Conforming to Christ’s image isn’t easy, but it’s worth it. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If 

you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”  John 15:5 

Please join us for Session Six where we will discuss, “Our Ministry Assignments,” February 18th at 2:00pm. We will 

provide light refreshments, but feel free to bring a snack of your choice. We will end at 4:00pm. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to reach out.    —Mayter Scott 

 



Continuing prayers for: 
Gary Anderson-Faye Crane-
Thomas Crowell-Rob & Caye 
Darnell-Lorene Givens-Cindy 
Gothard-Ann Stone 
 
In our prayers this week: 
Juanita Cutrell (At home) 
Sharon Hardaway (Marsha’s sister) 
The Family of Sandra Gray Harris (Friend of Jane Crocker) 

Patsy Huddleston 
Ray Hudson & Mamie Padgett 
Patsy Johnson 
Sheila Kiley 
Allison Moore (Friend of Ginny) 
Beth Niemi (breast cancer, Charlie’s sister-in-law) 
Wes Padgett (Mamie’s brother in law) 
Pastor Search Team and Transition Team 
Steve Phillips (brain tumor, friend of Vicki Watts) 
Ray Scherer (The Waters of Cheatham Nursing Home) 
Katie Taylor (NHC Hendersonville) 
Youth Department/Youth Leader 

 
If you have a prayer request or an update to the prayer list, 

please let us know.  

OPERATING BUDGET 

Jan 28, 2018  

Worship Attendance                  46 
Sunday School                   32  
 
BUDGET OFFERING:     $    913.00 
DESIGNATED: 
 2017 Thank/Windows            10.00 
  TOTAL:     $    923.00 
 
 
Needed weekly for Operating Budget:   $   3,975.00 
Needed to date for Operating Budget:      19,875.00 
Rec’d to date for Operating Budget:         9,737.95 
 
Rec’d to date for 2017 Thank/Windows        3,905.00 
 

2/11 TELLERS: Helen Brown & Sheila Kiley 

2/11 Nursery Worker: Kristin Burns 

2/11 Deacon Prayer: Patrick Waller 

The Search Committee had an 
excellent interview with our 
candidate and his wife last 
weekend. In addition, we went 
to a Nashville are a church to 
hear him preach. The commit-
tee voted unanimously for him 
to come to preach in view of a call. We are in the 
midst of working through details such as housing, 
health insurance, and schools. Please continue to 
pray “without ceasing.”  
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

Thess. 5:16-18 NIV  
 

Daniel, Paula Boyd, Joe, Patrick and David 
 

WELCOME 

Welcome to our newest member, Kristy Stanley. You 
may know Kristy as the granddaughter of Mr. Billie 
Lowe.  

Welcome back to our Faith Family!  

FROM THE FAMILY OF SARAH LOUISE FREEMAN: 

“Dear Friends in Christ of Eastland Baptist Church 
Family, 
 Thank you for your wonderful Memorial Gift 
In Honor of our dear Mother, Sarah Louise Free-
man. You have lessened our grief and lifted our 
spirits by your friendship, love, prayers, and your 
memorial gift. 
 Our victory and hope is in the Resurrection 
of  Jesus Christ and the great Reunion Day ahead 
in Heaven. 
 God Bless all the people and ministries of 
our dear sister Church at Eastland Baptist! 
   Love in Christ, 
   Roger and Priscilla Freeman” 

Dear Church,  

Eastland has a unique opportunity God has given us to be his people 
in the true sense of the word. We are going to celebrate the men and 
women of Rosebank Elementary. Tuesday February 13th from 11:00-
1:00 Eastland will be hosting a Staff Appreciation Luncheon. These 
teachers, administrators, janitors, and cafeteria workers selflessly 
guide our children's future. We should walk hand in hand to help in any 
way we can. This is the beginning of a great outreach project. We can 
impact our community with The Good News. We need your help! How 
you can get involved: 

1. Volunteer for the event to help set up, serve, and clean up. 

2. Offer to make a dish.  

3. Donate plastic silverware, paper plates, and napkins. 

3. We will meet Monday February 12th at 6:00 p.m. at the church to 
cook and organize the meal.  

If you have questions you can call Ginny at the Church Office or reach 
out to me via email or phone.  Excited to work with you on this.  
 
Blessings,  
Mayter Scott 
missmayter@gmail.com 
 
12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a 
dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers[a] or 
your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and 
you be repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crip-
pled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they 
cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 

Luke 14:12-14 



FEBRUARY  
8-Wayne Allen; 12-Trudie Verble; 
15-Marsha Anderson; 17-Don Cu-
trell; 18-Tom Sturdivant; 18-Jim 
Boyd; 20-Betty Holland; 23-Martha 
Howland; 23-Mamie Padgett; 24-
James Isbell 

   

CHURCH STAFF 
INTERIM PASTOR - Dr. Fred Johnson 
YOUTH MINISTER - Daniel Burns 
PRAISE & WORSHIP TEAM  -  
                             Vicki Watts & Patrick Waller 
ORGANIST -  Lee Green 
PIANIST - Jane Crocker 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR - Ginny Stuart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(615) 262-9424 
church@eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
www.eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 
Donate with PayPal 
 
Office Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30am-3:30pm 
Wednesdays: 8:30-2:30 
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TO: 
 

Sunday 
  9:00-Welcome Center opens 
  9:30-Sunday School  
10:50-Worship Service 
Check out our Sunday sermons on our website! 
 
Monday   
6:30-Prayer Meeting 
 
Wednesday   
6:30-Bible Studies for all ages 
 


