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“The Unknown Known”  

Please read: Acts 17:22-34  

The Olympics are a time for the World to 
set aside Politics (as much as possible) and to focus on the athletic compe-
tition and the athletes themselves. The athletes have prepared their Mind, 
Body, and Spirit for this occasion. For many of them, it will be the only time 
they are on a World Stage. Years of training and sacrifice have brought 
them to this moment in time….this moment in History. And for some, it 
comes down to a race that lasts no longer than 90 seconds on two pieces of 
fiberglass that their feet are locked onto. For others, it comes down to a 
team of people working together for a common goal, not just one time over 
the two week period, but multiple times facing adversary after adversary.  
Athens Greece where Paul was visiting, is the place where the First Olym-
pics were held. And it all started in Athens.  
At one time in history, Athens was the City of the World.  

Politically…Athens was Unsurpassed as the Place of Power and Honor.  

Financially…Athens was Unsurpassed as the Barometer of World Econo-
my.  

Mentally…Athens was Unsurpassed Philosophically, Mathematically, Sci-
entifically, etc.  

Emotionally…Athens was Unsurpassed in Literature that would make you 
Think and Feel.  

Religiously…Athens was Unsurpassed as the Gateway to Understanding 
the Spiritual Realm.  

In fact, during the time which we call the "400 Years of Silence" where noth-
ing is recorded of the Word of God….the Time between the Old Testament 
and New Testament….Athens ruled the World. But in the First Century…a 
mere 40-50 years since Jesus was born and 10-15 years since his Crucifix-
ion, Resurrection, and Ascension, Athens was still a major city with major 
influence, culturally and intellectually. Some of its power and influence had 
been shared with cities such as Ephesus and Rome….especially in the po-
litical realm.  
This week we are focusing on Acts 17 and we will be looking at Paul’s visit 
to Athens. Paul knew the secret of all public speakers which is “to know 
your audience”.  
We are going to see that Paul not only knew his audience, he understood 
his audience. Athens was not a City that was living in the Past….they were 
not focusing on the Glory Days. Athens was still thriving and they were fo-
cusing on their strengths, one of which was the intellectual and philosophi-
cal influence of society. It was the place people would travel to if they want-
ed the latest and greatest “Thoughts of the Day”. Athens was the “pulse” of 
those seeking something more in life than merely the ordinary. It was a 
place where people from all backgrounds and cultures would gather to learn 
from one another. 

Coming Up: 

 Jan 14-Staff Appre-
ciation Luncheon 

 Jan 14-Deacon 
Meeting 

 Jan 15-MLK Jr 
Day-Office closed 

 Jan 21-All Things 
New Bible Study 
(meeting at 12:30 
this Sunday) 

 Feb 3-Member use 
of Fellowship Hall 

 Feb 4-All Things 
New Bible Study 

 Feb 11-Deacons 
Meeting 

 Feb 18-All Things 
New Bible Study 

 

CHIMES 

New Wednesday 
night Bible 

Study! 
 

Beginning tonight, 
we will start a new 
Bible Study, “The 
Blessing of Gen-
erosity,” led by 
Wayne Ashworth, 
from Grace Bap-
tist. 
 

Won’t you join us 
for this new 
study? 

6:30pm 



 

  
 The first of December the Eastland Baptist Church altar was almost covered 
with toys bound for the NBA Toy Store. The NBA has given us a report I want to 
share with you: 

 “The NBA Toy Store 2017 was a tremendous success and Christmas was 
merrier for the 390 families (1,083 children) who were served through the Toy 

Store ministry. Approximately 4,000 toys were provided from local churches, busi-
nesses, schools, and individuals. Each child received at least three toys. 195 bicy-
cles were donated and distributed and over 6,000 stocking stuffers were given 

away. Families were given cookies, candy, wrapping paper and the choice of a food 
item (rice or beans). Clothing items were also included for several ages. Eleven 

people made a decision for Christ along with six decisions for rededication!! 
We want to thank the 34 churches/organizations who provided toys or donations and the approximately 

250 people who served as volunteers at the Toy Store…” 
 
In Memorial of Eastland Members who Preceded Us in 2017: 
Ruth Brown 
Francis Floyd 
Joey McLeod 
Lillie Miller 
Randall Grice 
Sandra Mason 
 
Lottie Moon Offering and Goal: 
Here we are at $1,609.64 collected toward our Lottie Moon Offering goal of $2,000. We want to extend 
this through the end of January. We know with your help, we can reach our goal! 
 
New Bible Study: 
New Wednesday night Bible Study begins on January 10th. “The Blessing of Generosity,” led by Wayne 
Ashworth, from Grace Baptist. 
           Bro. Fred 
 
 

Jerusalem Cheese and Honey Pie 
Ingredients: 

• 1 lb. creamy sheep's or goat's milk cheese (at room tem-
perature) 

• ¼up honey, slightly warmed 

• 6 Tbsp. sugar 

• 3 eggs, lightly beaten 

• Preheat oven to 350°F. 

• 1 tsp. vanilla extract 

• ground cinnamon 1 9″ pie crust 

• powdered sugar topping 

• fresh berries or fruit of the season 
Directions: 

Combine cheese with honey and mix well. Add the sug-
ar, eggs, and vanilla, and toss in a bit of cinnamon. 
Bake in a pie crust (frozen or fresh) for 30–35 minutes. 
Best served warm. 

Just prior to serving, sprinkle with a touch of cinnamon 
mixed with powdered sugar. Top with berries or fruit of 
the season.   Yield: 8 servings 

This recipe is taken from Cooking with the Bible. 
Please check out the link here for more recipes. 

 
http://cookingwiththebible.com 

 
From their website: 
Here you'll find meals found in the scriptures and the reci-
pes to create those meals. Also complete menus inspired by 
biblical passages, food lore, and our thoughts about the mean-
ing of the passages these menus are drawn from.  
Each meal has three sections: 

First are the mouthwatering recipes inspired by events de-
scribed in the Bible, like "King David's Nuptials", "A Meal in the 
Wilderness", or "The Prodigal Son Returns". 
 
Next we've listed all the ingredients necessary to understand 
what's at stake in the biblical text the meal is drawn from, while 
also trying to answer how the words of the Bible can be rele-
vant to those encountering them today. 

Finally we offer a brief history and background of the biblical 
passage that inspired the meal and recipes. 
      Enjoy! 
 

http://cookingwiththebible.com/default.aspx
http://cookingwiththebible.com/results.aspx?option=all&q=all
http://cookingwiththebible.com/results.aspx?option=all&q=all
http://cookingwiththebible.com/meals.aspx#GR3410-1599
http://cookingwiththebible.com/meals.aspx#GR3410-2614
http://cookingwiththebible.com/meals.aspx#GR3410-2614
http://cookingwiththebible.com/meals.aspx#GR3410-2839


Continuing prayers for: 
Gary Anderson-Hilda Baker-
Faye Crane-Thomas Crow-
ell-Rob & Caye Darnell-
Lorene Givens-Cindy Go-
thard-Ann Stone-Katie & 
Tommy Taylor 
 
In our prayers this week: 
Juanita Cutrell (In Skyline hospital) 
Ray Hudson’s sister, Sandra 
Sandra Gray Harris (Hospice care at home, friend of Jane Crocker) 

Sheila Kiley 
Beth Niemi (breast cancer, Charlie’s sister-in-law) 
Wes Padgett (Mamie’s brother in law) 
Pastor Search Team and Transition Team 
Steve Phillips (brain tumor, friend of Vicki Watts) 
Ray Scherer  
Meicka Stone (friend of Ginny) 
Youth Department/Youth Leader 

 
If you have a prayer request or an update to the prayer list, 

please let us know.  

OPERATING BUDGET 

Jan 7, 2018 

Worship Attendance                  51 
Sunday School                   40  
 
BUDGET OFFERING:     $ 1,663.00 
DESIGNATED: 
 2017 Thank Offering            10.00 
 Offering Envelopes              9.00 
  TOTAL:     $ 1,682.00 
 
Needed weekly for Operating Budget: $   3,975.00 
Needed to date for Operating Budget:      3,975.00 
Rec’d to date for Operating Budget:       1,663.00 
 
 
Rec’d-to-date Thank Offering:   $  3,895.00 
Rec’d-to-date Lottie Moon Offering:       1,609.64 

1/14 TELLERS: Helen Brown & Sheila Kiley 

1/14 Nursery Worker: Kristin Burns 

1/14 Deacon Prayer: David Watts 

 

The Transition Team will meet 
this week and the Search Com-
mittee meets next week. I want to 
thank everyone for their faithful-
ness in praying for our pastor 
search and encourage you to be 
steadfast in this. The enemy uses 
doubt to discourage us, but we 

must remember that, “He who is in us is greater than he 
who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). Also, be encouraged 
by the words of David: “Praise be to you, Lord, the God 
of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glo-
ry and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in 
heaven and earth is yours.” (1 Chronicles 29: 10-11) 

 
Daniel, Paula Boyd, Joe, Patrick and David 

 

   JANUARY  
 

 

1-Billie Lowe; 4-Paula Boyd; 15-Rodger Crain;  21-Joe 
Hutto; 21-Charlie Niemi; 25-Daniel Burns Jr; 28-
Samantha Harris; 29-Tatum Harris; 29-Taylor Harris; 
31-Daniel Burns Sr; 31-Randy Blackard 

COLD WEATHER HELP 

Winter has just begun and we are in the midst of 
cold, wet, foul weather systems. One day is cold 
and rainy, the next sunny and not so cold, or may-
be even colder! It could snow one night and be 
warm and sunshiny the next day. 

During this time, please take a moment to check 
on your neighbors, friends, anyone you can think 
of, to see if they are in need of anything. Maybe a 
warm blanket, a nice hot meal, or something from 
the store, drug store, or a trip to the doctor.  We 
must look after our neighbors and make sure all 
are safe. 

“Let each of you look not only to your own inter-
ests, but also to the interest of others.”   

     Philippians 2:4 

“All Things New” 

Ladies Bible Study 

“Be still, and know that I am God…” Psalms 46:10 

 

Ladies, for our next session, number 5, we will 
meet immediately following Worship service. So on 
Sunday, January 21, we will meet at 12:30, have a 
bite of lunch, and have our session. We hope you 
can join us and look forward to seeing you! 



CHURCH STAFF 
INTERIM PASTOR - Dr. Fred Johnson 
YOUTH MINISTER - Daniel Burns 
PRAISE & WORSHIP TEAM  -  
                             Vicki Watts & Patrick Waller 
ORGANIST -  Lee Green 
PIANIST - Jane Crocker 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR - Ginny Stuart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(615) 262-9424 
church@eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
www.eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 
Donate with PayPal 
 
Office Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30am-3:30pm 
Wednesdays: 8:30-2:30 
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TO: 
 

Sunday 
  9:00-Welcome Center opens 
  9:30-Sunday School  
10:50-Worship Service 
Check out our Sunday sermons on our website! 
 
Monday   
6:30-Prayer Meeting 
 
Wednesday   
6:30-Bible Studies for all ages 
 

 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. I say to myself,   

‘The Lord is my portion; therefore I will 
wait for him.’ (Lamentations 3:22-24)  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=la+3:22-24

