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“Value All”  

Read: ACTS 16:16-19; PSALM 
139:13-16 

 

From our lesson this week: Life is precious because it is a gift from God who 
alone is the source of life. God created humankind in His own image, which 
means we are relational, rational, and responsible. God created us to have 
an eternal relationship with Him. Human life is of such infinite value that God 
sent His only begotten Son to redeem fallen humanity. If God values each 
life, how can we do less? This lesson brings together passages from Acts 
and Psalms. The Acts passage records an incident that took place on Paul’s 
second missionary journey. Paul, Silas, and others had arrived in Philippi, a 
city without a synagogue. Some Jewish women met outside the city by the 
river. Lydia was a member of this group, and she was converted to Christi-
anity as result of Paul’s teaching. Paul continued go to this place outside the 
city walls to join these ladies for prayer. At some point, Paul encountered a 
slave girl who “had a spirit by which she predicted the future” (Acts 16:16), 
which implies demonic possession. She began following Paul and the mis-
sionaries as they preached. She would call out that the men were servants 
of God and that their message was the way of salvation.  Paul cast the spirit 
from her. The girl’s owners became upset with Paul, knowing the girl was no 
longer profitable to them (v. 19). This story set the background for the arrest 
of Paul and Silas and their experience in the Philippian jail.  

 

The second passage in this lesson is from Psalm 139. In the first section of 
the psalm (vv. 1-6), the psalmist reflected on God’s unlimited knowledge 
and humanity’s inability to grasp what God knows. In the second section 
(vv. 7-12), the psalmist contemplated God’s omnipresence. The psalmist 
concluded that because God is everywhere, He is always available to lead 
and protect (v. 10). 

 

In the third section (vv. 13-18), the psalmist reflected on God’s active in-
volvement in his own conception and birth. God’s intricate craftsmanship 
demonstrated the value God placed on the psalmist as a person created in 
His image. The last section of the psalm (vv. 19-22) shifts dramatically in 
tone. The psalmist issued a call to stand with God against evil in the world. 
God’s enemies were his enemies (v. 22). People and forces that devalue 
human life and attempt to thwart God’s divine purpose in the world must be 
opposed by God’s people. The psalm ends with a prayer that God will 
“search” and “test” and “see” and “lead” (vv. 23-24). We will never learn to 
value all human life like God without His continuing work in our lives. 

Coming Up: 

 Jan 21-All Things 
New Bible Study 
(meeting at 12:30 
this Sunday) 

 Feb 3-Member use 
of Fellowship Hall 

 Feb 4-All Things 
New Bible Study 

 Feb 11-Deacons 
Meeting 

 Feb 18-All Things 
New Bible Study 

 

CHIMES 

Sanctity of Life 
Sunday 

January 21 

 

Sanctity of Human Life 
Sunday was designat-
ed by President 
Ronald Reagan as a 
day to recognize those 
harmed by abortion 
and it is a day to re-
commit ourselves to 
the protection of the 
unborn.  

 

Be strong and of good 
courage.  Joshua 1:6 

 



 

  

 Last Friday, Dr. Roger Freeman, pastor of our partnership church, 
talked on the phone to his mother, Sarah Freeman, in Memphis. At 104, she 
still drove her car, taught a Sunday school class, went to the health club, and 
lived alone. Three hours after talking to his mother, Bro. Roger received a call 
saying she had died of smoke inhalation in her house. Apparently the fire 
started in the wiring in the wall of the kitchen. Mrs. Freeman was found in her 
bedroom. Naturally Bro. Roger was shocked at the news of the fire and of his 
mother’s death. 
 I have assured Bro Roger of Eastland’s deepest sympathy and pray-
ers. We will be sending a check to Grace Baptist Church in Mrs. Freeman’s 

memory. Please remember the Freeman family, especially this Saturday when the funeral service 
will be held in Memphis. 
  Mrs. Freeman was a devout Christian, active in the White Haven Baptist Church. She 
will be missed, but never forgotten by those who knew her. Now she is reunited with those loved 
ones who have preceded her to heaven and she awaits the coming of the family left behind. This 
is the way it should be with every family. We may not always be safe here on earth, but we are 
forever secure in the arms of Jesus. He said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. He who be-
lieves in me, though he may die, yet shall he live.” John 11:25      
            Bro. Fred 
 
 

“All Things New” 

Ladies Bible Study-Session 5 

 

Meet in Fellowship Hall Sunday, January 21st  

NEW TIME! (Right After Church) 

Each week is getting BETTER and BETTER with 2 Corinthians “All Things New.”  First of all, we want to 
extend a warm welcome to Brenda Hutto and Judy Isbell! They joined our ladies group last session. What 
a joy it was to get to know these absolutely adorable ladies better and share a laugh or two.  

The title of the Session 5 lesson is “The Grace of Giving.”  Day 3 really touched my heart strings. “The 
Privilege of Generosity”…what we do with our money (purse, wallet, leather bag)  is a test of the depth of 
our discipleship and faith. We will also discuss during our next session about the importance of giving 
cheerfully!  

Let’s put our HEARTS to the TEST! Stay warm and see you Sunday! 

2 Corinthians 8:2    



Continuing prayers for: 
Gary Anderson-Hilda Baker-
Faye Crane-Thomas Crow-
ell-Rob & Caye Darnell-
Lorene Givens-Cindy Go-
thard-Ann Stone-Katie & 
Tommy Taylor 
 
In our prayers this week: 
Juanita Cutrell  
Ray Hudson’s sister, Sandra 
Sandra Gray Harris (Hospice care at home, friend of Jane Crocker) 

Sheila Kiley 
Ethel Lunn (Friend of Don Burnett) 
Beth Niemi (breast cancer, Charlie’s sister-in-law) 
Wes Padgett (Mamie’s brother in law) 
Pastor Search Team and Transition Team 
Steve Phillips (brain tumor, friend of Vicki Watts) 
Ray Scherer  
Youth Department/Youth Leader 

 
If you have a prayer request or an update to the prayer list, 

please let us know.  

OPERATING BUDGET 

Jan 14, 2018—NO SERVICES 

Worship Attendance                  0 
Sunday School                   0  
 
BUDGET OFFERING:     $  
DESIGNATED: 
  TOTAL:     $  
 
 
Needed weekly for Operating Budget:   $   3,975.00 
Needed to date for Operating Budget:        7,950.00 
Rec’d to date for Operating Budget:         1,663.00 
 
 
Rec’d-to-date Thank Offering:    $  3,895.00 
Rec’d-to-date Lottie Moon Offering:        1,609.64 

1/21 TELLERS: Paula Niemi 

1/21 Nursery Worker: Rachael Lewis 

1/21 Deacon Prayer: Daniel Burns 

 

The Pastor Search Committee 
and the Transition Team met 
last week. Each of our two 
candidates have a lot of 
strengths and are interested in 
moving forward. So, we are 
arranging a second interview 

with them in the next couple of weeks. Please con-
tinue to pray ardently and expectantly. Focus on 
scripture where God highlights His vast goodness 
and greatness, such as Jeremiah 32:17, Isaiah 
55:9, Ephesians 3:20, and Matthew 10:11. 
  
“Behold, you have made the heavens and the earth 
by your great power and by your outstretched arm! 
Nothing is too difficult for You.”  Jeremiah 32:17   

 
 

Daniel, Paula Boyd, Joe, Patrick and David 
 

   JANUARY  
 

 

1-Billie Lowe; 4-Paula Boyd; 15-Rodger Crain;  21-Joe 
Hutto; 21-Charlie Niemi; 25-Daniel Burns Jr; 28-
Samantha Harris; 29-Tatum Harris; 29-Taylor Harris; 
31-Daniel Burns Sr; 31-Randy Blackard 

COLD WEATHER HELP 

Winter has just begun and we are in the midst of 
cold, wet, foul weather systems. One day is cold 
and rainy, the next sunny and not so cold, or may-
be even colder! It could snow one night and be 
warm and sunshiny the next day. 

During this time, please take a moment to check 
on your neighbors, friends, anyone you can think 
of, to see if they are in need of anything. Maybe a 
warm blanket, a nice hot meal, or something from 
the store, drug store, or a trip to the doctor.  We 
must look after our neighbors and make sure all 
are safe. 

“Let each of you look not only to your own inter-
ests, but also to the interest of others.”   

     Philippians 2:4 

 

If anyone has material possessions and 

sees his brother in need but has no pity 

on him, how can the love of God be in 

him? Dear children, let us not love with 

words or tongue but with actions and in 

truth. 

1 John 3:17-18 



CHURCH STAFF 
INTERIM PASTOR - Dr. Fred Johnson 
YOUTH MINISTER - Daniel Burns 
PRAISE & WORSHIP TEAM  -  
                             Vicki Watts & Patrick Waller 
ORGANIST -  Lee Green 
PIANIST - Jane Crocker 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR - Ginny Stuart 
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Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 
Donate with PayPal 
 
Office Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30am-3:30pm 
Wednesdays: 8:30-2:30 
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TO: 
 

Sunday 
  9:00-Welcome Center opens 
  9:30-Sunday School  
10:50-Worship Service 
Check out our Sunday sermons on our website! 
 
Monday   
6:30-Prayer Meeting 
 
Wednesday   
6:30-Bible Studies for all ages 
 

 

 


