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“Incomplete Picture” 
 

From this week’s Explore the Bible study: On Paul’s third missionary 
trip (Acts 18:23–21:17), Luke introduces us to a believer in Ephesus 
named Apollos. Though Apollos had been “instructed in the way of the 
Lord” (18:25), he had an incomplete picture of what it means to be a 
follower of Jesus. Priscilla and Aquila “invited him to their home and 
explained to him the way of God more adequately” (v. 26). While trav-
eling through Ephesus, Paul encountered twelve disciples who had 
never heard of the Holy Spirit or baptism into Christ. In their case, 
more than instruction was needed; Paul baptized them in the name of 
Jesus (19:1-7).  

Luke highlighted three different periods of Paul’s ministry in Ephesus.  

First, Paul spent three months preaching in the Jewish synagogue be-
fore some zealous Jews forced him to move away from the syna-
gogue (19:8-9).  

Second, Paul used the lecture hall of Tyrannus as a preaching point 
for two years. As a result, the gospel spread to all Asia, and the Word 
of God flourished (19:10-20).  

Third, Paul made the decision to go to Corinth, sending Timothy and 
Erastus ahead to make preparations while he stayed in Ephesus. A 
riot occurred when the silversmith Demetrius brought charges against 
Paul for damaging the reputation of the Ephesian goddess Artemis 
(19:21-41). Once the issue was settled, Paul left for Macedonia (20:1). 
In addition to the events outlined by Luke, Paul carried on an extend-
ed ministry to Corinth while living in Ephesus. He wrote several letters, 
including 1 Corinthians, from Ephesus. He also received news and let-
ters about the problems the church faced. In addition, he made sever-
al trips to Corinth from Ephesus. 

 

Read Acts 18:24–19:7 in your Bible. Highlight descriptors used to            
characterize Apollos and the twelve men Paul encountered, looking for any 

similarities. What do these descriptors reveal about their character and      
desires. 

Coming Up: 

 

 Feb 3-Member use 
of Fellowship Hall 

 Feb 4-All Things 
New Bible Study 

 Feb 11-Deacons 
Meeting 

 Feb 18-All Things 
New Bible Study 

 

CHIMES 

In Christ Alone  
(My Hope Is Found) 
 

In Christ alone 
 my hope is found;  
He is my light, my 
strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, 
this solid ground,  
Firm through the 

fiercest drought and 
storm. What heights 
of love, what depths 

of peace, When fears 
are stilled, when 

striving cease, My 
Comforter, my All in 

All;  
Here in the love of 

Christ I stand. 



 

  
 Jesus will always be the greatest giver because He gave His life for us. He 
offers us the greatest gift—our salvation. If we follow Jesus’ example, we will be 
generous givers. From now through February 14th, our Wednesday night Bible 
Study will be focused on the blessings of generosity, and how we can master our 
money, time, and talent rather than their mastering us. We had to cancel Wednes-
day night Bible Study on the 17th, due to the weather, but we were back on the 24th 
to continue the Study. Even if you missed the first two of these lessons, you will be 
blessed if you come for the remaining three. 
 We had a January thaw this week, but we will likely have more real winter 
weather with snow and ice. If it is icy on your driveway, or on the church parking lot 
we will call you on the PhoneTree with a cancellation notice. The same will be true if 

there are hazardous driving warnings. It is better to be safe and stay at home than to fall and break a 
bone or have a wreck. It would be much better to see you next week at church than to see you in the hos-
pital or in a cast. 
 This time of year is also flu season, and the flu is attacking many people. It is prudent for us to  
cancel the meet and greet time in our morning worship service and to refrain from hugging during the flu 
season. A well-sanitized hand shake would be welcomed. Of course, if you’re not really over the flu or the 
virus, it is better if you stay at home a little longer, so you can completely recover and others cannot catch 
your bug. You’ll be missed, but everyone will be glad to see you when you come back.  
 Our Pastor Search Team will be interviewing candidates on the 28th and the 4th. These are 
two top prospects for our next Pastor. The team will also hear each man preach in person. Pray 
for our Search Team and these two candidates. Pray for God’s leadership to be clear.  
              Bro. Fred 

“All Things New” 
Ladies Bible Study  

2 Corinthians 6:11-13 
 

In 2 Corinthians 6:11-13, Paul urges the church to open their hearts.  Based on evidence in Paul's correspondence, 

the whole Corinthian church has not always been supportive of Paul nor has this church been able to get along well 

with one another. According to 1 Corinthians, these believers have been divided over a number of issues -- beliefs 

in the resurrection, lawsuits, arguments over the supremacy of spiritual gifts, divisions over leadership, disagree-

ments over worship, etc.... Paul reminds the church of the gospel in which they believed and urges the Corinthians 

to use that gospel to set the pattern for their behavior. 

Paul's catalog of hardships demonstrates the trustworthiness of his character, the zeal of his apostolic mission, and 

the sincerity of his love for the Corinthian church.  He has taken great risks to tell the Corinthians of God's grace 

and love.  Yet, Paul never doubts that the gospel is worth it.  Even while he accuses the Corinthians of being re-

stricted in their affections toward him (6:12), he still loves them. 

 

Like the Corinthians, churches today struggle to know how to live faithfully.  Sometimes that struggle produces 

strain in the very relationships that are meant to help church members live faithfully.  In 2 Corinthians 6, though, 

Paul puts those relationships in the proper perspective.  For Paul, failing to love one another is a sign of accepting 

the grace of God "in vain."  Now is the day of salvation.  Now is the time to exhibit faithfulness, not simply through 

words, but through action.  Now is the time to live as witnesses of God's new creation. 
 

Page 91 Personal Response: “Is there anyone you’re withholding affection from because you’re afraid of being 
hurt? If you’re willing to entrust the person’s response (or lack thereof) to the Lord, write a prayer asking for the 

Lord to give you unbridled kind speech, a wide-stretched heart, and abundant affection for this person-no matter his 
or her response. Let’s pray daily for our hearts to be humble, submissive, and filled with the Holy Spirit and unified 

as a church that whatever good grows amidst the rocky soil can only be a miracle from God.”   
 

Heartfelt Grace and Blessings 
 



Continuing prayers for: 
Gary Anderson-Faye Crane-
Thomas Crowell-Rob & Caye 
Darnell-Lorene Givens-Cindy 
Gothard-Ann Stone 
 
In our prayers this week: 
Hilda Baker (Pneumonia) 
Juanita Cutrell (At Life Care Center in Old Hickory) 
Sharon Hardaway (Marsha’s sister) 
Sandra Gray Harris (Hospice care at home, friend of Jane Crocker) 

James Hulka (Art Meador’s uncle, in a wreck, in Skyline) 
Sheila Kiley 
The Family of Ethel Lunn  
Cindy McCloud 
Beth Niemi (breast cancer, Charlie’s sister-in-law) 
Wes Padgett (Mamie’s brother in law) 
Pastor Search Team and Transition Team 
Steve Phillips (brain tumor, friend of Vicki Watts) 
Ray Scherer  
Katie Taylor (surgery, in Vanderbilt) 
Youth Department/Youth Leader 

 
If you have a prayer request or an update to the prayer list, 

please let us know.  

OPERATING BUDGET 

Jan 21, 2018  

Worship Attendance                  50 
Sunday School                   35  
 
BUDGET OFFERING:     $  2,812.95 
DESIGNATED: 
 Offering Envelopes               1.00 
  TOTAL:     $ 2,813.95 
 
 
Needed weekly for Operating Budget:   $   3,975.00 
Needed to date for Operating Budget:      11,925.00 
Rec’d to date for Operating Budget:         4,475.95 
 
 
Rec’d-to-date Thank Offering:    $  3,895.00 
Rec’d-to-date Lottie Moon Offering:        1,609.64 

1/28 TELLERS: Martha Howland & Brenda Hutto 

1/28 Nursery Worker: Megan Waller 

1/28 Deacon Prayer: Bobby Goodwin 

 

The Search Committee will 
have a second meeting with 
one of our candidates this 
coming weekend and a second 
meeting with the other candi-
date the first weekend in Feb-
ruary. Please continue to  pray 

earnestly  and expectantly that God will bring to 
Eastland the man that He has for us. 
  
“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to His power 

that is at work within us” 
Ephesians 3:20 

 
Daniel, Paula Boyd, Joe, Patrick and David 

 

        FEBRUARY  
 

 

8-Wayne Allen; 12-Trudie Verble; 15-Marsha Ander-
son; 17-Don Cutrell; 18-Tom Sturdivant; 18-Jim Boyd; 
20-Betty Holland; 23-Martha Howland; 23-Mamie 
Padgett; 24-James Isbell 

Lamb with Figs and Red Wine 
• 3 medium onions, chopped 

• 3 cloves garlic, minced 

• 3 Tbsp. vegetable oil 

• 3 lb. boneless leg of lamb, cubed 

• 1 cup chicken stock 

• 1 ½ cups dry red wine (not cooking sherry) 

• ¼ cup Balsamic vinegar 

• 2 bay leaves 

• 2 tsp. dried mustard 

• 2 tsp. ground coriander 

• 2 tsp. ground cumin 

• ¼ tsp. cinnamon 

• ¼ tsp. ground ginger 

• ¼ tsp. cayenne pepper 

• ½ tsp. salt 

• 1 cup dried figs, cut into quarters 

• 1 Tbsp. brown sugar 

• bed of hot rice 
In an electric frying pan, brown the onions and garlic in 
vegetable oil until golden brown. Add the lamb and cook 
at a high temperature until the meat is well seared, being 
careful that the mixture does not burn. Stir in the chicken 
stock, wine, vinegar, bay leaves, dried spices, and salt, 
and bring to a boil. Place the cover on the frying pan and 
simmer until lamb is almost tender, about 1 hour. 

Add figs and brown sugar, cover and continue cooking for 
about 20 minutes, or until lamb is tender. Bring to a final 
boil so that the lamb has a brown sugar glaze, and serve 
hot over a bed of rice. 

Yield: 8–10 servings 

1 Samuel 25:14-25 

From: Cooking with the Bible 
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INTERIM PASTOR - Dr. Fred Johnson 
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TO: 
 

Sunday 
  9:00-Welcome Center opens 
  9:30-Sunday School  
10:50-Worship Service 
Check out our Sunday sermons on our website! 
 
Monday   
6:30-Prayer Meeting 
 
Wednesday   
6:30-Bible Studies for all ages 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, And lean not on your 

own understanding; In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and 

He shall direct your paths. 
 Proverbs 3:5-6 


