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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 
 

Giving Faithfully 
Believers show trust in God by using their resources to meet the 
needs of others. 
 

2 CORINTHIANS 9:1-15 

God uses money to expose the condition of our hearts. Jesus made state-
ments like, “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 
6:21) and “you cannot serve both God and money” (Matt. 6:24). Paul said, 
“the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” 

(1 Tim. 6:10). Christians should view money through a different lens. Rather 
than being greedy and grabbing all we can get, we should be generous and 
give to others in need. To understand this week’s Bible passage, it is im-
portant to recall the historical background. The Jerusalem church faced sig-
nificant challenges, including heavy financial burdens for ministry among the 
poor. The believers in the Jerusalem church did their part to share and sup-
port each other financially (Acts 2:44-45), yet more was needed. A famine 
hit Judea that added to the need, and churches sent gifts to the Jerusalem 
believers by way of Barnabas and Saul (Acts 11:30). When Paul first met 
James, Peter, and John in Jerusalem, they asked him to “remember the 
poor.” Paul “eager to do” so (Gal. 2:10). Wherever he went, he levied his 
apostolic influence to raise money in support of the needy saints in Jerusa-
lem. Why? Because Gentile believers were indebted to the Jerusalem 
church, the epicenter from which the gospel spread into the world. Paul said 
to the Romans, “For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews’ spiritual bless-
ings, they owe it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings” 
(Rom. 15:27). In 1 Corinthians, Paul encouraged the Corinthian believers to 
take up a collection for the believers in Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:1). He wanted 
this to be ready when he came (1 Cor. 16:2). Apparently, however, tensions 
between the Corinthians and Paul, as well as the negative influence of the 
false teachers, hindered the collection and halted giving. So Paul reengaged 
the issue, bragging on the Macedonian churches for their generosity and 
calling the Corinthians to recommit themselves to giving to this need (2 Cor. 
8:1-15). 

  

 

Coming Up @ EBC 

 May 24-Election 
Day 

 May 25-Member 
use of facilities 

 May 28-Memorial 
Day, office closed 

 Jun 10-Bro Jason’s 
First Day! 

 

CHIMES 

The Mother’s Day  
Offering 

Benefitting Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s 

Homes 

Through the end of 
May 

“Religion that God our 
Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to 
look after orphans and 

widows in their dis-
tress…” James 1:27 

Jesus commands us to 
care for “the least of 
these.” Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s 
Homes provides safe, 
loving, Christian 
homes to children from 
hard places. 

Our statewide goal this 
year is to get 3,000 
churches to participate 
in the Mother’s Day 
Offering. Our statewide 
financial goal is 
$3,000,000. Won’t you 
prayerfully consider 
helping us reach these 
goals? 

 



 

  
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Approximately one year ago you as a church made the courageous decision to work with the North 
American Mission Board and the Nashville Baptist Association by forming the Transition Team that would 
guide the church through a process of replanting the historic Eastland Baptist Church in the dynamic 
community of East Nashville that exists today.  Over the course of this year the Transition Team has ex-
amined both the church and community and at the end of this phase, the Team identified four priorities 
that that should be addressed.  The priorities are as follows: 

 
• Membership Process:  How will we identify the active membership of EBC so they might be 

equipped for ministry? 
• Staff/Leadership Evaluation:  How should the roles of staff and leadership be adjusted for the    

future at EBC? 
• Worship Style:  What will a style of worship look like that will connect both the membership and   

community to Christ through song? 
• Decision-making Process:  How will we make decisions so the entire church pursues the same 

vision and mission together? 
 

The Transition Team presented these priorities to Pastor Jason this past week as we met with him via 
videoconference.  The Team made a commitment to Jason that we would lead in the process of evaluat-
ing these areas moving toward making necessary changes as they fit with his vision for the church. 

 

Please pray for Jason and his family as they make their transition to Nashville.  Also, please pray for 
these priorities specifically.  Pray that God will give the Transition Team and Pastor Jason wisdom as we 
pursue Jesus’ vision for Eastland Baptist Church together.  We are all eager to see what God does as we 
seek His will. 

 

In Christ,  

The Transition Team of Eastland Baptist Church 

 

  

 

 CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

 Sara Jane Woodard, granddaughter of Jane 
Crocker, who received a Bachelor of Science degree 
from APSU, with a major in Chemistry, and a minor in 
Math. 

 

 And also to Carter Allen, grandson of Bro Fred & 
Patsy Johnson, who graduated from Briarwood Chris-
tian School in Birmingham. Carter is going on to the 
University of Alabama. 

 

WE WISH YOU BOTH THE VERY BEST! 

Pastor’s Message 



Continuing prayers for: 
Gary Anderson-Faye Crane-
Thomas Crowell-Rob Darnell 
Lorene Givens-Cindy Go-
thard-Sharon Hardaway-
Sheila Kiley-Ann Stone-Ray 
Scherer 
 

In our prayers this week: 
Juanita Cutrell     
Kay Hinson 
Patsy Huddleston 
Holley Hutto (Surgery for melanoma cancer) 
Patsy & Fred Johnson 
Ronnie Maxwell (Bro-in-law of Brenda Hutto) 
Beth Niemi (breast cancer, Charlie’s sister-in-law) 
Transition Team 
Steve Phillips (brain tumor, friend of Vicki Watts) 
Bro Jason Rumbough, his wife Kelli & their children as they 
make the transition from NC to TN in the next few weeks 
Betty Uhles 
Vicki Watts 
Youth Department/Youth Leader 

 
If you have a prayer request or an update to the prayer list, 

please let us know.  

OPERATING BUDGET 

May 13, 2018  

Worship Attendance                  44 
Sunday School                   26  
 
 
BUDGET OFFERING:     $   1,526.00 
DESIGNATED: 
 2017 Thank/Windows            550.00 
 Mother’s Day Offering              45.00 
  TOTAL:     $   2,121.00 
  
Needed weekly for Operating Budget:   $   3,975.00 
Needed to date for Operating Budget:      71,554.00 
Rec’d to date for Operating Budget:       39,980.95 
  
 
2017 Thank/Windows received to date:        7,843.59 
Other Income receipts to date:       24,683.15 
  

5/20 TELLERS: Paula Niemi & Mayter Scott 

5/20 Nursery Worker: Kay Blackard 

5/20 Deacon Prayer: Joe Hutto 

“Jeni’s Ice Cream Truck”  

For providing the children at Rosebank  

Elementary  

with Ice Cream Treats  

on Field Day! 

 VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

Monday, July 9 through 
Wednesday, July 11 

6:00-8:00p 

 

 

A volunteer sign-up sheet will be available 
very soon and we will have a meeting on 
Sunday, May 20th, immediately following 
church, for anyone that is interested in vol-
unteering for VBS. 

WHAT HAPPENS JUNE 10th? 

It’s what we have been praying for and waiting for, 
for sometime. Bro Jason, Kelli, & their children will 
be here for their first Sunday with their new church 
family. 
So husbands, grab your wives; wives, grab your 
husbands; parents, grab your children and every-
body head on over to church. 
We asked God for a new pastor and He hath pro-
vided. We see what God has done, now God is 
waiting to see what we’re going to do. 
So everybody, come and get behind Bro. Jason 
and show God what we can do with His help. 
 

Bobby Goodwin, Chairman of the Deacon Board 



MAY 
 
 
10-Juanita Cutrell 
16-Jane Crocker; Tiffany Manning 
23-Katelynn Saunders 
28-Tom Taylor 
30-Geneva Watkins 
 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
INTERIM PASTOR - Dr. Fred Johnson 
YOUTH MINISTER - Daniel Burns 
PRAISE & WORSHIP TEAM  -  
                             Vicki Watts & Patrick Waller 
ORGANIST -  Lee Green 
PIANIST - Jane Crocker 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR - Ginny Stuart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(615) 262-9424 
church@eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
www.eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 
Donate with PayPal 
 
Office Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30am-3:30pm 
Wednesdays: 8:30-2:30 
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TO: 
  

Sunday 
  9:00-Welcome Center opens 
  9:30-Sunday School  
10:50-Worship Service 
Check out our Sunday sermons on our website! 
 
 
Wednesday   
6:30-Bible Studies for all ages 
 
 


