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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 

Finding Strength 
2 CORINTHIANS 10:1–13:13 

We have the apostle Paul to thank for the phrase, “thorn in the flesh,” 
which has been widely used—and widely misused. Some people have 
used the term to refer to a chronic physical ailment. Sometimes the 
term is applied to a difficult person. Others think of the thorn in terms of 
sins of the heart, such as lust or greed. Paul did not specify what his 
thorn in the flesh was. The important matter is to recognize that God’s 
strength is available to us when we confront any weaknesses. In this 
week’s Scripture passages, Paul shared insights learned through his 
own struggles, giving his final challenge to the Corinthians to examine 
their lives, weaknesses and all, for evidence of a living faith. Since the 
opening chapter of 2 Corinthians, Paul has bounced back and forth be-
tween the desire to commend himself again to the Corinthians (4:2; 
6:4-10) and denying the need to commend himself based on his proven 
track record (3:1-3; 10:12-18). He concluded his letter by taking on the 
negative influence of the false apostles that had crept into the congre-
gation. Those false apostles had caused damage to Paul’s reputation 
by casting doubt on his apostleship. Apparently, their claims must have 
amounted to something like, “he’s not spiritual enough,” or “there must 
be sin in his life,” or “God is punishing and judging him as a fraud.” 
They pointed to all the suffering, persecutions, problems, and affliction 
Paul had faced. Their insinuation was that if he was really a spokesper-
son for Christ he’d be protected from such suffering. Paul rejected the 
need to compare himself to them (10:12). He certainly didn’t think he 
was inferior to them in any way (12:11). Nevertheless, he sized up his 
résumé against theirs and magnified the grace and power of God mani-
fested in his weakness (11:16–12:10). Suffering did not disqualify Paul 
but rather validated his credibility as a servant of Christ (12:19), estab-
lished the foundation for offering sympathetic comfort (1:3-11), and pro-
vided an opportunity to glorify God (12:7-10).The false apostles were 
preaching a false gospel. Paul was upset that the Corinthians readily 
gave them audience and put up with their teaching (11:3-4). In the end, 
when Paul visited them a third time (12:14; 13:1), he wanted to find 
them doing and believing what was right. If he found them otherwise, 
he would not be lenient but would deal harshly with them again that 
they might be built up into maturity (13:2-10). 

 

 

Coming Up @ EBC 

 

 May 24-Election 
Day 

 May 25-Member 
use of facilities 

 May 28-Memorial 
Day, office closed 

 Jun 3-Bro Fred’s 
last day as Interim 

 Jun 10-Bro Jason’s 
First Day! 

 
 

CHIMES 

The Mother’s Day  
Offering 

Benefitting Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Homes 

Through the end of 
May 

“Religion that God our 
Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to 
look after orphans and 

widows in their dis-
tress…” James 1:27 

Jesus commands us to 
care for “the least of 
these.” Tennessee Bap-
tist Children’s Homes 
provides safe, loving, 
Christian homes to chil-
dren from hard places. 

Our statewide goal this 
year is to get 3,000 
churches to participate in 
the Mother’s Day Offer-
ing. Our statewide finan-
cial goal is $3,000,000. 
Won’t you prayerfully 
consider helping us 
reach these goals? 

 



 

  
 

Dear Eastland Family - 

We are only a few short weeks away from being with you in person and we are so excited. 
I’m often reminded of the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Roman church when he said, “I long 
to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong—that is, that 
you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith” (Rom 1:11-12). We are cur-
rently wrapping up our last full week of school for the kids and the last full week in our 
house in NC before the moving truck comes next Friday. Then, we are Nashville-bound 
ready to work alongside you in reaching the Eastland community with the hope and love 
of Jesus Christ. 

First, I want to thank Patrick Waller for his excellent message this past Sunday. Examina-
tions are one of the most difficult things we have to do; however, they are always neces-
sary and (with the grace of God) are for our good and God’s glory. Second, I also want to 
thank Regina Childers for leading us in musical worship. Finally, I want to thank all of you 
for your continued patience as we contine to bring our lives in NC to a close so that we 
may begin a  new chapter in Nashville. 

Please continue to pray for us a s a family as we transition our children into a new school 
system and as we work through the final details of selling our house. Finally, please be in 
prayer for our Transition Leadership Team as we all seek to pursue Christ and HIS vision 
for Eastland in the days ahead. 

As always, I’m honored to be your pastor and I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Love God, Love Each Other, Love Our World. 

Pastor Jason 

 

Pastor Jason, Kelli, Micah, Luka, Noelle, and Judah will arrive in Nashville on June 4 th. 
They will move into 1107 McKennie later in the week and he will preach his first sermon in 
Mark 1 on June 10th. We have been praying for Jason and Kelli for 18 months. It is essen-
tial that we continue to pray intentionally and fervently for Eastland, Jason, his family, and 
the Transition Team because Satan does not want a revitalized EBC bringing the Gospel to 
East Nashville and he will do all that he can to prevent it. Jeremiah 3:15 tells us “Then I will 
give you shepherds after my heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding”.  
The Lord has called Jason to be our next shepherd. 
 
Let’s pray for love, and support the entire Rumbough family. 
  

David and the Pastor Search Committee 

  

Pastor’s Message 



Continuing prayers for: 
Gary Anderson-Faye Crane-
Thomas Crowell-Rob Darnell 
Lorene Givens-Cindy Go-
thard-Sharon Hardaway-
Sheila Kiley-Ann Stone-Ray 
Scherer 
 

In our prayers this week: 
Juanita Cutrell     
Kay Hinson 
Patsy Huddleston 
Holley Hutto (Surgery for melanoma cancer) 
Patsy & Fred Johnson 
Ronnie Maxwell (Bro-in-law of Brenda Hutto) 
Beth Niemi (breast cancer, Charlie’s sister-in-law) 
Transition Team 
Steve Phillips (brain tumor, friend of Vicki Watts) 
Bro Jason Rumbough, his wife Kelli & their children as they 
make the transition from NC to TN in the next few weeks 
Betty Uhles 
Vicki Watts 
Youth Department/Youth Leader 

 
If you have a prayer request or an update to the prayer list, 

please let us know.  

OPERATING BUDGET 

May 20, 2018  

Worship Attendance                  38 
Sunday School                   29  
 
 
BUDGET OFFERING:     $   1,526.00 
DESIGNATED: 
 Mother’s Day Offering              15.00 
  TOTAL:     $   1,532.00 
  
Needed weekly for Operating Budget:   $   3,975.00 
Needed to date for Operating Budget:      75,529.00 
Rec’d to date for Operating Budget:       41,497.95 
  
 
2017 Thank/Windows received to date:        7,843.59 
Other Income receipts to date:       24,683.15 
  

5/27 TELLERS: Brenda Hutto & Martha Howland 

5/27 Nursery Worker: Megan Waller 

5/27 Deacon Prayer: Patrick Waller 

MANY  

SPECIAL 
THANKS 

For the lovely prayer journals 

that were given out for Moth-

er’s Day. All the ladies who 

received them say “Thank 

You” from the bottom of their 

hearts! 

 VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

Monday, July 9 through 
Wednesday, July 11 

6:00-8:00p 

 

 

Mark you calendars now and make plans to 
volunteer if you are able. See Bro Daniel for 
further details. VBS Kickoff on Sunday, July 
8. 

WHAT HAPPENS JUNE 10th? 

It’s what we have been praying for and waiting for, 
for sometime. Bro Jason, Kelli, & their children will 
be here for their first Sunday with their new church 
family. 
So husbands, grab your wives; wives, grab your 
husbands; parents, grab your children and every-
body head on over to church. 
We asked God for a new pastor and He hath pro-
vided. We see what God has done, now God is 
waiting to see what we’re going to do. 
So everybody, come and get behind Bro. Jason 
and show God what we can do with His help. 
 

Bobby Goodwin, Chairman of the Deacon Board 



MAY 
 
 
10-Juanita Cutrell 
16-Jane Crocker; Tiffany Manning 
23-Katelynn Saunders 
28-Tom Taylor 
30-Geneva Watkins 
 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
INTERIM PASTOR - Dr. Fred Johnson 
YOUTH MINISTER - Daniel Burns 
PRAISE & WORSHIP TEAM  -  
                             Vicki Watts & Patrick Waller 
ORGANIST -  Lee Green 
PIANIST - Jane Crocker 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR - Ginny Stuart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(615) 262-9424 
church@eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
www.eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 
Donate with PayPal 
 
Office Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30am-3:30pm 
Wednesdays: 8:30-2:30 
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TO: 
  

Sunday 
  9:00-Welcome Center opens 
  9:30-Sunday School  
10:50-Worship Service 
Check out our Sunday sermons on our website! 
 
 
Wednesday   
6:30-Bible Studies for all ages 
 
 


