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“Set Futures”  

Leviticus 26:3-16, 40-45  

 

This week we are going to look at obedience as He outlines it in our pas-
sage in Leviticus. Obedience is the pathway that allows us to experience 
and enjoy the future that God has in store for us. My prayer is that we 
leave class this Sunday with a renewed commitment to obey Him because 
we love Him. We love Him because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). I want 
my obedience to God’s commandments and statutes to be rivers of living 
water which will bless Him and the body of Christ. I pray that you want the 
same!  
Some may ask if God has a plan for our future. The answer is Absolutely! 
We can be confident because He says it in Jeremiah 29:11  
“For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for 
welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope”.  

As we embrace God’s plan for our future, He reveals His statues and com-
mandments which are the spiritual seeds of our life. On a physical level, 
science has shown that “Seeds generally "wake up" and germinate when 
soil moisture and temperature conditions are correct for them to grow 
(Miles and Brown 2007)”. Just as the correct soil moisture and temperature 
conditions are the “wake-up call” for the physical plants to grow, our com-
mitment to His ways is the wake-up call that beckons us to grow in Him.  

Let take a few minutes to look at how God describes the depth of our com-
mitment and its impact on our growth in Him.  
Matthew 13:18-23  

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of 
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was 
sown beside the road. 20 The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky 
places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when 
affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls 
away. 22 And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is 
the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world and the deceitful-
ness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 23 And the one 
on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the 
word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.”  

As you look at the condition of the soil in this passage, we can see the cor-
relation between its fruitfulness and where it is planted in us, the temple of 
God. What blessing have you experienced as a result of being obedient to 
God? Remember that some blessings are found in what you avoided rather 
than in what you gained. 

Coming Up: 

• Nov 23-24-
Thanksgiving-Office 
Closed 

• Nov 25 and 26-
Special Thanksgiv-
ing Musical concert 
with the Logos Ro-
manian Baptist 
Church 

• Dec 3-Women’s  
Bible Study 

• Dec 3-10 Lottie 
Moon Offering 

• Dec 4-7 NBA Toy 
Store 

• Dec 17-Church Din-
ner 

• Dec 25-Jan 1-
Church Office closed 
for the holidays 

 

CHIMES 

NBA Toy Store 

Providing Christmas for fami-
lies in the community. 

Infants (0-3 yrs), Boys/Girls 
(4-11 yrs) Teens (12+) Family 
Gifts & Stocking Stuffers for 
all ages! 

WAYS YOU CAN       PAR-
TICIPATE IN THE TOY 
STORE: 

1. Toys! Toys! Toys! New 
toys only, please 

2. Clothing! New clothes 
only, please. 

3. Money! Cash donations 
to the NBA are used to 
buy additional toys and 
Bibles. 

4. Volunteers! Workers are 
needed to make the Toy 
Store a successful minis-
try. 

5. Registration! If you’re 
interested in helping with 
Registration for the Toy 
Store, please call 615-
259-3034. 



 

  

Please enjoy the 103rd Psalm this week: 
 
1
Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

2
Bless 

the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 
3
Who forgiveth all thine iniqui-

ties; who healeth all thy diseases; 4who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who 
crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies; 

5
who satisfieth thy mouth 

with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
6
The LORD exe-

cuteth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. 7He made known his 
ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel. 

8
The LORD is merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 9He will not always chide: neither 
will he keep his anger forever. 

10
He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor reward-

ed us according to our iniquities. 
11

For as the heaven is high about the earth, so great is his mercy toward 
them that fear him. 12As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from 
us. 

13
Like a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 

14
For he knoweth our frame; 

he remembereth that we are dust. 
15

As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flour-
isheth. 16For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more. 17But the 
mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto 
children’s children; 

18
To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do 

them. 
    ~Psalm 103 1:18 (KJV)     Bro. Fred 

All Things New In A Broken World 
 
In our Women's bible study we are studying 2 Corinthians. It 
weaves a tale about Paul dealing with an angry church in a 
big city. At first I thought WOW this is going to be great! We 
have a church in a bustling city  just like Corinth, with so 
many distractions. It's hard not to feel angry or disappointed 
that we don't have more members. Who wouldn't want to 
come to church here? Who wouldn't want Jesus as their sav-
ior in a broken world?  Are we discipling our current mem-
bers? Are we allowing Christ to be our leader? When Jesus 
said to his disciples "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few." (Matthew 9:37) Jesus knew we were going have 
problems. But still the questions remain.  
 
None of this is new to God! He knew all along that when Ad-
am & Eve first sinned we were doomed. Pride and selfish-
ness are the root causes to all sin. We don't want a savior, 
we want to be our own saviors. "Though seeing, they do not 
see, though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them 
is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “You will be ever hearing 
but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never 
perceiving. For this people’s heart has become calloused; 
they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their 
eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with 
their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would 
heal them.” ( Matthew 13:14-15) 

 
The questions we need to ask here are of ourselves. Are we seeing 
and not perceiving?  Do we have calloused hearts? We are all 
know that Jesus came to die for our sins, to wash us clean. Jesus 
wants to make all things new. In 2 Corinthians Paul tells us “If any-
one is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, 
and look new things have come” ( 2 Corinthians 5:17) Don’t wait!  
Paul also urges, “ Now is the acceptable time, now is the day of 
salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2b) What can we do now in the pre-
sent? Study the scriptures together! Become better equipped to 

disciple to those God sends to us! See with your eyes and hear 
with your ears! Become doers of the word and not just hearers of 
the word. (James 1:22) So that we not be deceived and he would 
heal our body of Christ.  
 
We are excited to dive into God’s word together. Paul urges us to 
initiate these difficult conversations.  So that God’s word can 
thrive in a city full of distractions. We are studying with Kelly 
Minter as our guide through the scripture. Please join us for the 
next  All Things New session, December 3rd @ 4:00 p.m. Please 
reserve your spot by emailing Gin-
ny, church@eastlandbaptistchurch.org 
 
You'll Be Blessed! 
XO Mayter 
 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
The Finance Committee will meet on Saturday, Nov 25, 
at 1:30. They are asking for suggestions for the 2017 
Thank Offering for church needs. If you have any sug-
gestions, please contact someone on the Finance Com-
mittee in advance of their meeting. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS… 
• Jennifer Neal married Steve Napodano on Nov 11, 

2017. We wish them all the best happiness. 
 
• Lisa Durr and Diane Grice have a new addition to 

their family! Lisa’s daughter (Diane’s granddaughter) 
Chasity Bittle, had a baby girl, Krystal Paige. Chasity 
and her fiancé, Jeremiah Vanzant, are the proud par-
ents. Chasity is a member of Eastland, but now lives 
in Oklahoma. 

 

 

mailto:church@eastlandbaptistchurch.org


Our committee is evaluating and 
talking with three promising can-
didates, and will meet with one of 
them within the week. If you have 
questions, do not hesitate to 
speak with one of the search 
committee members. Please con-
tinue to ask God to bring to 

Eastland, the man that He has for us.  
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 

thankful. Col. 4:2 
 

Thank you,  
Paula B, Paula N, Daniel, Patrick, Joe, and David 

NOVEMBER 
1-Rachael Lewis; 1-Ginny Stuart; 4-Ann 
Stone; 6-Fay Baker; 7-Vivian Johnson;      

12-Cindy Clemons; 14-Betty Uhles; 16-Patrick Waller;      
20-Kristin Burns; 20-LeAnne Horn; 24-Helen Arnold;         
25-Brian Crain; 28-Jane Pryor  

If your birthday is missing, please let us know! 

Continuing prayers for: 
Gary Anderson-Hilda Baker-
Faye Crane-Thomas Crow-
ell-Rob & Caye Darnell-
Lorene Givens-Ann Stone-
Katie & Tommy Taylor 
 
 

In our prayers this week: 
Baby Jay (Cindy Clemons nephew) 
Doris Blanchette (Megan’s grandmother) 
Carlton Clemons (health) 
Juanita Cutrell   
Sharon Hardaway (Marsha’s sister) 
Cindy Gothard 
Ernie Gregory (Ginny’s uncle) 
Sandra Gray Harris (Hospice care at home, friend of Jane Crocker) 

Ricky Holliday (Brenda Hutto’s brother-in-law) 
John Mark Hutto  
Beth Niemi (breast cancer, Charlie’s sister-in-law) 
Pastor Search Team and Transition Team 
Steve Phillips (brain tumor, friend of Vicki Watts) 
Darlene Rose (Friend of the Cutrell’s, recovering from cancer) 
Ray Scherer  
David & Vicki Watts  
Youth Department/Youth Leader 

 
If you have a prayer request or an update to the prayer list, 

please let us know.  

OPERATING BUDGET 

Nov 19, 2017 

Worship Attendance                  45 
Sunday School                   37  
 
BUDGET OFFERING:     $ 1,472.00 
DESIGNATED: 
 2017 Thank Offering          150.00 
    
  TOTAL:     $ 1,622.00 
 
Needed weekly for Operating Budget: $   4,017.00 
Needed to date for Operating Budget:  180,945.00 
Rec’d to date for Operating Budget:   130,105.66 
 
Other Receipts, YTD:   $ 75,313.17 

11/26 TELLERS: Martha Howland & Brenda Hutto 

11/26 Nursery Worker: Megan Waller 

11/26 Deacon Prayer: Patrick Waller 

A.C.T.S. 

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanks-

giving be made for everyone.  1 Timothy 2:1NIV  

Adoration-is a prayer that praises and worships God. We were created 

and called to praise God through-out our lives. Ephesians 1:5-6 and 

Hebrews 13:15 

Confession-is a prayer that gets honest about sin. Getting right and 

staying clean before God is necessary to remain close to Him and be 

effective in prayer. We are all sinners and all stumble in many ways 

James 3:2 We should freely come to One whose mercies are new 

every morning. He is faithful to cleanse. To heal. To restore our fellow-
ship. Not only will your honest confession lead to a fresh experience of 

His forgiveness, but it will also help you let go of the chains and walk 

in greater freedom in the future.  

Thanksgiving—is God-directed, humbly expressed gratitude. While 

praise focuses more on who God is, thanksgiving highlights what He 
has done and is doing. Just as parents delight in grateful children, we 

should “magnify Him with thanksgiving,” knowing our heartfelt grati-

tude greatly pleases our Heavenly Father. Psalms 69:30 thanksgiving 

is priceless, yet it costs us nothing except “the fruits of our lips, giving 

thanks to His name.”  Hebrews 13:15  

Supplication-is asking for something from God. It means to beseech, 

petition, or appeal for Him to do or provide something for yourself or 

others. Ephesians 6:18 The Bible says, “You do not have because you 

do not ask.”  James 4:2 

Our hearts are more pure and ready to pray in faith when we have 
first adored God, confessed our sins, and thanked Him for what He’s 

done. Or maybe sometimes you need to just get to the point, like Pe-

ter when he cried, “Lord, save me.” Matthew 14:30 or when Jesus 

said, “Father glorify Your name,” and that was it. John 12:28 

TEACH US TO PRAY, OH LORD. TRAIN US TO JOYFULLY BOW IN 

WORSHIP, TO FREELY CONFESS ANY AND ALL SIN…… 

Mrs. Cutrell is now in Life Care Center, in Old Hickory. She is able 
to receive visitors now, for brief visits.  Please continue to pray for 

her and for the family. 



CHURCH STAFF 
INTERIM PASTOR - Dr. Fred Johnson 
YOUTH MINISTER - Daniel Burns 
PRAISE & WORSHIP TEAM  -  
                             Vicki Watts & Patrick Waller 
ORGANIST -  Lee Green 
PIANIST - Jane Crocker 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR - Ginny Stuart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(615) 262-9424 
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Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 
Donate with PayPal 
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Wednesdays: 8:30-2:30 
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TO: 
 

Sunday 
  9:00-Welcome Center opens 
  9:30-Sunday School  
10:50-Worship Service 
Check out our Sunday sermons on our website! 
 
Monday 
6:30-Prayer Meeting 
 
Wednesday 
6:30-Bible Studies for all ages 
 

The Week of Prayer for International Missions  
(Lottie Moon Offering) is December 3-10, 2017 

 
Our Church goal is $1,000 for this offering. We will offer our 
“Lottie Moon Post Office” again this year. If you want to use the 
post office, bring your cards for church members to Mrs. Helen 
Brown, and she will sort them in the mailboxes for you. Each 
card costs you just .25, and the money collected will go to the 
Lottie Moon Offering. If you have cards for homebound mem-
bers, or for those who are no longer attending, please do not 
bring those. You will need to mail those cards on your own. We 
cannot mail your cards for you. Also, be sure to check your box 
for cards that have been given to you. 


